Willing or Wanting - By: Brian Baer

We travel to many churches all across this country. We meet many young preachers and new converts looking for direction on the best
way to study their Bible or how to prepare a sermon. I try my best to encourage people who are thirsting for a deeper walk with God
as they dig into His Word. Below is just one way that I study a passage of Scripture. The notes that I take on this passage will then
lead to a sermon. I realize that I may not be the best one to tell you how study or prepare for a sermon or Sunday School lesson. I just

hope that these notes on John 5:1-15 will be a blessing to you.

Verse 3

- This was the desijmajred area for I/\urjrimﬁ People. SocieJr)t did not knew how to handle the I/\uerﬁ So H/\e)/ Pqu them n

their own area. (Ex. — lepexs had colonies: Jewish women with an issue of blood weve not allowed i the )re,mple,)

- Toda)/ the church should be warned not to be 9uJH’/\/ of disevimination. Compassion 15 missivg among the church.

ST. JOHN 5

CHAPTER 5

FTER this there was a feast of the
Jews; and Jesus went up to Jeru-
salem.

2 Now there is at Jerusalemm by the
sheep market a pool, which is called in
the Hebrew tongue Be-thes-da, having
five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude
of impotent folk, of blind, halt, with-
ered, waiting for the moving of the
water.

4 For an angel went down at a cer-
tain season into the pool, and troubled
the water: whosoever then first after
the troubling of the water stepped in
was made whole of whatsoever disease
he had.

5 And a certain man was there,
which had an infirmity thirty and
eight vyears.

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and
knew that he had been now a long
time in that case, he saith unto him,
Wilt thou be made whole?

7 The impotent man answered him,
8Sir, 1 have no man, when the water is
troubled, to put me into the pool: but
while I am coming, another steppeth
down before me.

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take
up thy bed, and walk.

9 And immediately the man was
made whole, and took up his bed, and
walked: and on the same day was the
sabbath.

10 The Jews therefore said unto
him that was cured, It is the sabbath
day: it is not lawful for thee to carry
thy bed.

11 He answered them, He that
made me whole, the same said unto
me, Take up thy bed, and walk.

12 Then asked they him, What man
is that which said unto thee, Take up
thy bed, and walk?

13 And he that was healed wist not
who it was: for Jesus had conveyed
himself away, a multitude being in
that place.

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in
the temple, and said unto him, Be-
hold, thou art made whole: sin no
more, lest a worse thing come unto
thee.

15 The man departed, and told the
Jews that it was Jesus, which had
made him whole.

16 And therefore did the Jews per-
secute Jesus, and sought to slay him,

because he had done these things on
the sabbath day.

I7 But Jesus answered them, My
Father worketh hitherto, and 1 work.

I8 Therefore the Jews sought the
more to kill him, because he not only
had broken the sabbath, but said also
that God was his Father, making him-
self equal with God.

19 Then answered Jesus and said
unto them, Verily, verily, 1 say unto
you, The Son can do nothing of him-
self, but what he seeth the Father do:
for what things soever he doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise.

20 For the Father loveth the Son,
and sheweth him all things that him-
self doeth: and he will shew him great-
er lworks than these, that ye may mar-
vel.

21 For as the Father raiseth up the
dead, and quickeneth them; even so
the Son quickeneth whom he will.

22 For the Father judgeth no man,
but hath committed all judgment unto
the Son:

23 That all men should honour the
Son, even as they honour the Father.
He that honoureth not the Son hon-
oureth not the Father which hath sent
him.

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and be-
lieveth on him that sent me, hath ever-
lasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from
death unto life.

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you,
The hour is coming, and now is, when
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son
of God: and they that hear shall live.

26 For as the Father hath life in
himself; so hath he given to the Son to
have life in himself;

27 And hath given him authority to
execute judgment also, because he is
the Son of man.

28 Marvel not at this: for the hour
is coming, in the which all that are in
the graves shall hear his voice,

29 And shall come forth; they that
have done good, unto the resurrection
of life; and they that have done evil,
unto the resurrection of damnation.

30 1 can of mine own self do noth-
ing: as 1 hear, 1 judge: and my judg-
ment is just; because 1 seek not mine
own will, but the will of the Father
which hath sent me.

31 If 1 bear witness of myself, my
witness is not true.
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- This s W(A)/ theve are

Verse 4

- All were WGJ%mﬁ for a certan season (movimji of the water).

There are seasons n the kimﬁdom of God Find Scrip’rure -
«“ , . »
Ple,asure, m s for a season

Psalm 1:3 - “ brimje,)rln forth frut

o »
wn his season ).

- Two points on seasons: if you hit your season (n_the will of
od), you will D multiply and bear frut. The fruit of a Clistian
is another Christion. When was the last time you led semeone
to Christ? 1f i+ has been semetime since you have personally led
someone to the Lord, you have (%) missed your season
Tlustrations on missing your season:

- When you it your season it does not matter who is preach-
N9, SiNging, +es+;F7.'m3. If that person is mn the will of God, then
you will be blessed (muH’.',gl;g).

- However if You miss your Seasen, you get upset when you are
not called on to sing.

- You are jealous when other preachers are in the pulpit,
Hz\imkimj “TI can preach better. i

- 1f you don’t 3&% to +es+.‘F7, then yeu feel you haven’t been

to church.

So mavy “sauls” +r)/imﬁ to kill “Davids”. wWhen )/ou it )/our Season, )/ou learn to be content.

But when )lou MISs )/our Season, )/ou start Pickinﬁ up Javdiws and Hf\rowivg them at an)lome who has Wit their season.

- Kimﬁ Saul started out as a 3ood|7 man, but died a biH’ex) Je,alous man because he missed his season. God said that

A3a3 must die, but Saul lae,p+ He best of what God had cursed Uried to use the animals for sacrifice). It is imposséble

to WOrS(«\-'lp God with the devil’s Iprolpe,%/v. When God says kil i+ all, i+ must die (Possible, new Sermon to SJrud)/).
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Verse 5 - This man had missed his season 38 times. Probabl)/ had a form of cerebral pals)/ (look: up basic nfo on cerebral

Pa|5)/ on Webmdcom or a medical dichiomar)l). Basicall)l his mind was +e/||u'v19 lhis bod)/ to stand up, but his bod}/ was not willimﬁ

to do what his mind wanted to do. He was (Aav&nﬁ war mn s members (Apos‘He/ Paul). (Find Scrip%ure/s - “Uouse divided a3a£n5+

tself” and “how can two walk +oﬁe+her Save H«\e,/v agree ?) resolutions that 9o amiss because of lack of w{llimﬁmess.

Verse &6 - Jesus saw and knew. (9rea+ pont). There were many l/\uv/)f&mj people Who needed healed, but Jesus saw HIm! 1
wWonder how many people needed the Lord, the day 1 3o+ saved? Jesus saw ME! Even H/\ouﬁl/\ he kinew my faults and failures,
he saw mE! Was it a ridiculous question to ask the impotent man, “Wilt Hhou be made whole?”  No, his mind was Waerimﬁ to
be whole, but his bod)/ was not willing. Mmany people have many wants: Want to be saved, want to be healed, want to read
my Bible, want to pray more, want to attend church.  However H«\e,)/ are ot willing.  Thew mind says to 9o, ” but their bod)/

doesn't move. Jesus knew he wanted to be made whole., but clwist wanted to know if he was Wi||iw3.‘

Verse 7 - Alibis are not new. TT/\&)I start at the beﬁivming m the Garden of Eden and are PraSevﬂ’ Jroda)/. Basicaﬂ)/ the
impo+em’r man was Sa)/mﬁ) “It does not matter. IHs not the rijh’r season. There’s no amﬁe,t The water’s not moij ? 1
15 no Wonder our Judicid 5)/5+em5 are a mess. No one admits to beinﬁ ﬁui”’)l. Tlr\e,)/ Pusl/\ the blame onto others. Simers

need to realize mn order to receive (r\e,lp from Jesus 7ou have to admit ﬁui”’.

Verse 8 - Three )rlz\imﬁs that his circumstance 5a)/$ Were Jmpossible. “Rise) take up Jrlr\)/ bed and walk.”

(eall lplr\/\/sical Jrl/\eralp$5+ for information on how 1ov15g it takes to walk aj}am after im\)ur/y)

Therapis‘f’ Says: Takes two da)ls to reﬁaim full s+re,m9+l/\ after |)/M3 n bed for one da)/. If Hais man could have walked before

he was brouﬁirﬂ’ to the POO|) then i+ should have taken him 96 )lears of P(A)/Sicd H/\erap)/ to be able to walk agaim.

Verse 9 - Imme/d{a+el)/.' (What takes satan /\/e,ars to tear down, God restores in seconds) Took up his bed for two reasons -

l. Evidence that he was healed (lpe/o.ple, will know that /\/ou are saved) 2. He was ’rollmﬂ the world, “I am ot comin9 back!”

Verse 10 - The “reliﬁious ? vowd was “5’rraiv1£v13 a 9v1aJr and 5WQ||owiﬂ3 a camel.” Tlr\e)/ oml)/ noticed the law baiwﬁ broken

mstead of the |635 be,im3 healed.

Verse M - After he was touched the man went to church! Theve are leﬁi%maJ’e REASONS wb\): we camwot attend church

reﬁularl)/ (ex. Work, sickness, death). However there 15 no EXCUSE not to be mn church. (heard Ipre,acl/\e/r Sa/v exXcuse Was

mvalid reason for me/ﬁledﬂmj} one s du+/\/). People will come to an altar for help and then shout the chJror)/. Then ’rb\e/)l will

not darken a church door for Hivee months. When H/\e/)’ do come back HA@)/ will come to the altar aﬁaim to pra)l for the
same need +|/\e/)t had Hiwree months ago. This trend will keep up until Jrl/\e/)/ find some trivial veason to leave the church
ﬂ/\e)/ alWa)/S Wonder, L Wi/\)/ aren t W\)/ Pra)/ers answered? Pra)lers will not be answered until church attendance s made a

+op prioh’r)/.' (Scrip+ure,5 - “1 was ﬁlad when ‘f’lz\e//\/ sad let us 9o nto the house of the Lord.” “Forsake not the

. »
aSSemblmﬁ of /VourSelVeS Jroj]e/H/\e/Y,

Conclusion - Question 15 do you want to be made whole? or are you will&mﬁ to be made whole? God has 3JVem al a free
will to choose death or Iife. Life comes b}/ accep’rimﬁ Jesus as our pexsomal Savior. He was w;llimﬁ to bear the burden of

s on the cvoss of C,alvav/)/ to 3§Ve/ us the freedom from sin “Without faith i+ is imposs{ble to Please Him. > (Hebrews 11:6)
Page 7



